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The following Address was in subatance delivered by 
David Hirnt, of Iowa, North America, on several oncasiona 
diiring his religious visit to this eovmtrj'. It has T)een 
committed to writing a.t the earnest request of many 
who listened to it, and ia now published, with the desire 
that these, and others wTio had not the like opportunity, 
may quietly peruse and ponder the important considera- _ 
tions it presents. M 

It will be found that the paper before us is no long- ■ 
drawn diaaertation upon one particular point. The writer 
does not discuss the bearing of any one text exclusively, 
or bring forward aU the texts which would illustrate the 
subjects on which he traats ; but aims to preeent a com- 
prehensive view of the Gospel dispensation; arriving at 
the conclusion that the views held by tlie Society of 
Friends are those which best agree with the spiritu- 
ality, simplicity, purity, and perfection of Kew Testament 
doctrine. 

The Essay is evidently penned with the desire, that, 
under the Divine blessing, its perusal may tend to the 
removal of the doubts of some, and to the confirmation 
and establishment of all, in " the truth as it is in 
Jesua." 



AN ADDRESS. 



I 



Is r^ord to carnal ordinaneeB, it is written tor our 
learning that " Abraham had tw^o sons, the one by a bond- 
maid, the other bj a &ee-'woman : but he who wa» uf the 
bond-woman was born after the flesh, but he of the fi-ee- 
woman was by piomiee, which things are an allegory, /or 
thtue are the two covenants ; the one from tlie mount Sinai, 
which gendereth to bondage, which ia Agar. For this Agar 
ia Mount Sinai in Arabia, and answereth to Jerusalem which 
is, and is in bondage with her children. But Jerusalem 
which is above is free, which is the mother of us all;" 
[Gal- iv. 22.26.]— 1>. all the believers in Christ who 
eome out of the old, and accept or enter into the new 
eoTenant. The Apostle is evidently speaking of the two 
dispensations, assuring us that the Sinaitic, the wilderness 
flovenant, standing only in meats and drinks, and divers 
bashings and carnal ordinances, [Hob. ix. 10,] gendereth 

bondage, and consequently, if we remain in these things, 

i are yet in the wilderness and under the cloud. 

But, in his earnest sohcitude, that those who take upon 
tJiem the name of Christ should come out of this bondage, 
dome unto Jesiia, the Mediator of the new covenant, and 
anjoy the glorious light uf th» blessed Ooapel, and the 
liberty of the children of God; he quotes the divine 
Injunction : — " Cast out this bond-woman and her son, for 
tiie »on of the bond-woman thall not ba Mr with Ihs ion 

Hufrte-tooman." [Qbh. xsi. 10, Gal. iv. 30.] 

mark, both the mother and her offspring must be 

And why ? Because they will not, they cannot 

with the son of the free-woman. But, (now aa 

lerly,) " he that is bora after the fleeh persecuteth him 



that is bom after the Spirit ; " [Gal. iv. 29.] showing that I 
outward ordiaoncee were and are against, and contrary to J 
the best interests of the Clinrch. [Col. ii. 14. J 

The Apostle, therefore, charges the beh'evers— " Stand J 
fast in the liberty wherewith Ohrist hath made yon freoy a 
and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage." 
[Gal. T.I.I 

W& accept this teaching as conclusive that the son of thtfil 
bond-woman, in the form of outward rites and carnal | 
ordinancee, cannot be brought in and adopted as a conat£-> ^ 
tient part and fellow heir of the light, life, and liheriy o 
the ciivenant of grace. 

" The Lord Jesus was made a priest, mi after the law t^M 
a eartial commandment, hut after the power of an mdlea* Jiff.*' 
[Heb, vii. 16.] And the Apostle distinctly states " it ia i 
good thing that the heart be eetabliahed with grace, nol'i 
mth meaU which have not profited them that have leen accupUi^ 
therein." [Heb. siii. 9.] And again, "We have an altar ^ 
whereof they hare no right to eat who serye the taber- \ 
nacle." [Heb. xiii. 10.] Bread and wine are as surely 1 
meat and drink now as they were then, and the tabemacla \ 
service was a s^rice of carnal ordinances. 

At an early period after the deluge, a dependence on 
aoniethiog that man can do for his own preservation and 
salvation, was ati'ikiiigly displayed in the erection of the far 
famed tower on the plains of Shinar. But the eternal 
Spirit, who watuheth over man for good, withstood and 
defeated hia designs. [Gen. xi. 4. 5.] 

"We wiU not multiply examples, but call attention to a 
few. Moaes, who turned away from the glory and jileasures 
of Egypt, chose rather to enffer affliction with the people 
of God, having regard to the unseen Jehovah ; wherefore 
the Almighty showed respect unto him, sustained him before 
Pharaoh, made him the leader of Israel, bringing them 
through the sea and the wilderness, to the foot of Mount 
Sinai. Israel had seen God'a wonders in the land of Egypt, 
and at the Bed Sea. They had fed on the manna sent down 
&om heaven, and had drunk of the water from the rook 
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Horeb ; but now at the base of that nmimt, in full 
view of the blackneas, the darknesB, the smote, and the 
lightning, in hearing of the sound of a HUpematiiml 
trumpet, and a superhuman voioe, and awful thimder- 
ings; that mysterioiia cloud over shadowing them by day, 
leir cesn'p illuminated by night with the blaze of a pillar 
fire; Mosea, fheir ostensible leader, who had used 
rod in Egypt, at the Eed Soa, and at Horeb's rock, 
iving gone for a few days from their view, they were 
carnal and slow of heart to believe and trust in an unseen 
Spiritual Leader, that they appealed to Aaron, "Up, 
make us gods, which shall go before ue ; for as for this 
Moses, the man that brought us iip out of the land of 
[Bgypt, we wot not what ia become of him." [Ex. ssxii. I.] 
'e are shocked with the relation of such unbelief and 
Lg impiety, and the turpitude of their folly eewns 
■gravated by the fact that a «alf was formed after the 
itude of the guda of Egypt, the land of their bondngc ! 
Hereby w« are certified and forewarned of the powerfid 
propensity of the natural will and carnal mind of man 
towards outward tangible objects, and we must be 
^epared to anticipate the crop;j)ing-out of tliis proclivity 
the eucceBsive idolatrous backslidings of thia chosen 
iple, always remembering that human nature is 
le same. Let us bear in mind, that by four hundred 
of servile bondage in the brick^yardfi of Ramoaes, 
wore reduced to a deplorable state of degradation. 
It waa tlien that Jehovah saw meet to institute for them 
a routine of rites and ceromonies, forms and ordin- 
aBces, sacrifices and ofieringe, impoeed on them imtil the 
of refonuadon, guai^ng one point with special (tare. 
Thou dmlt have no other gods before mo." And sinoere 
ity was required in their livoa, as well as in their de- 
votional aetviocs ; " Be ye holy, for I, the Lord your God, 
am holy." An outward service was given, but an implicit 
faith and dependtmce required in uud itpou a h<.i1y and 
'Spiritual Oovemor. 

It is particularly noteworlhy also, that the ceiomooiM ' 



the law, or wildemesa covenant, wore typical, foreshadowing 
the spiritual realities of the new covenant ; — shadows of 
good things to come. But notwithstanding the marvellotw 
leading, deliverances, and condescension of the Almighty, 
we see in the history of his people, the propensity to 
outward things overleaping all restraint of promissB, 
threatenings, and judgments, until they became ho wholly 
formal in their forms, that tho Holy One pronounced 
against them the scathing rebuke recorded by the prophet 
Isaiah; " Ti» what purpose is the multitude of your' 
Baorifices unto me ? saith the Lord ; I am full of the burnt> 
offerings of rams and the fat of fed beaste. I delight not 
in the blood of bullocks, or of lambs, or of he-goats. Brin^ 
no more vain oblations, inuenae is an abomination unto 
me ; the new moons and sabbaths, the calling 
I cannot away with ; it is iniquity, even the soh 
Your new moons and your appointed feasts, my soul hateth : 
I am weary to bear them." [Isa. i. ll-H.] Ilere we 
have the index of the divine mind in regard to formalism 
imder a ritualistic dispensation, and we can but fear that 
now under the covenant of promise, — a kingdom not of 
this world, — ■flie use of these elementary ohBorvances will 
merit a like rebuke, " Who hath required this at your 
hands?" But in regard to Israel, the end came, their cup 
was filled up, their house was left unto them desolate. 
Yet the Lord had not forgotten to be gracious. The full 
time of tho advent of the Messiah had come, and, as aays 
the Apostle, " He taketb away the first, that He may 
establish the second." [Ileb. x. 9.] 

Being thus apprised of the tendency of our fallen nature 
to depart from the living God, and to take up our rest in 
BO outside court ; it should excite our jealousy sufficiently 
to induce us to make a calm unprejudiced examination of 
these things to see whether they be of God or of men. 
The Lord Jesus "is the end of the law for righteousness 
to every one that believeth." [Eom. x. 4.] " He fulfilled 
and abolished the law of commandments contained 
ordinanesi," [Eph. ii. 15,] and so made way for that better 
hope, and brought in everlasting righteousness ; the 






^Bngdom of heaven, the new covenaat, which " is not meat 
and (Iriiik, but rifjhteousness, and jwace and joy in the 
Holy Ghost;" [Kom. xiv. 17.] "the son of the fi'ee- 
woman, Jeruaalem which is from above." [Gal. iv. 26.] 

The early Christiana, being principally Jcwb, adhered, for 
a season, with much zeal to the ritaal of Moses, as will 
be further shown in the soqtiel. When the Emperoi* 
Constantine espoused the Christian oamo, Ohristianity 
became popular, and many of the heathen flouked to the 
standavd of the cross, and sought to engraft some of tlie 
pomp and imposing rit«8 of their former idolatrous worBhip 
upon the Chriatian Church, and aa wo read of the dark and 
constantly -widening channel of formalism and corruption 
into which the Church became merged, in what are called 
the dark ages; our minda recur to the denunciation of 
Isaiah already quoted, and to the language of the Apostle 
that these outward things gender to bondage, For the 
ostensible Christian Church became iuvulved in a routine 
of rites and oeremoniee, forms and ordinances, fasts and 
feasts, days and times, tidly equalling, we conclude, the 
condition of Israel as alluded to 1>y the Prophet, [laa. i. 
1 1-14. J Priestcraft domineered with dictatorial ^Tanny, and 
the blind followed the blind with an infatuated zeal, until 
the Church became a sink of iniquity, the fruitful mother of 
abomination ; ao tliat we can scarcely conceive it possible 
for man tu have devised a system more shocking Ut 
humanity, and more contrary to the spirit and teaching of 
Christianity. The flesh lusting against the Ijpirit, man's 
powerful proclivity to support formalities, reached a chmas 
in the inquisitious of the Church, the dragon being furious 
to drown the child of the iree-woman, and all under tho 
sacrtid name uf Christianity. 

Lest any should conclude that time and usage hud 
sanctifi<Ml the practice of water baptism and tRe use of 
bread and wine as ordinances, let us bear in mind that 
tliey were handed down to the Protestant Church through 
lliis muss uf x^""^*^") uhich should ratlier awaken a 
feeling of jealousy, and stimulate a spirit of inquiry, thai) 
lUotity them. 




Wa have Been that as Iiot pleaded for one m 

doomed cities of the plain, and Israel bept e 
Hno of Amalet, so the early Christians dung to i 
outward ordinances, contrary to the earnest command o: 
Apostle, " Touch not, taste not, handle not," and as t] 
were cultivated we see how they grew, bmnched out d 
brought forth baneful fruit. 

For if any one ventured to express a, conscientious d 
in regard to the sacred importance of these usages, he 
forced into the dungeon cells of the inquisitioi 
upon the rack, and subjected to the most excruciating 
torture, professedly, to induce a full disclosure of iw hereit/, 
and information in regard to others. And why ? " You 
have spoken blasphemy against the holy ordinances." 

Then the Protestant Church, emerging from the thick 
darkness of Popery, not wholly purged from formalism, 
kept hold of a few carnal ordinances, notwithstanding she 
had seen to her sorrow, how the Church had been led and 
leavened into bondage by these things. Thus Rachel of 
old clung to the household gods of her father. Luther, 
we are told, wrote in the fly leaf of his Bible, "We hate 
just emerged from the dark night of popery, let it not b& 
thought that we have come to the &11 blaze of Oospel 
light." 

And as these things have been fostered and fed in ths 
Protestant Church, we see that as formerly they have 
grown into such gigantic and exorbitant proportions, that 
now with their Church etiquette of costume, candles, and 
Guch-like ritualistic observances, they are as insatiate as 
Solomon's horse leech, crying Give, Give. While with just 
alarm those called the evangelical clergy and many dissent- 
ing officials, are ejaculating their protest and crying aloud I 
to the powers that be, " Cast out this «o« of the bond- \ 
woman," thoy yet seem to overlook the Scripture injunction, 
" Cast out the ionrf-idoiBflrt and her ton." Strange that all 
do not see whence these things come. "A little leaven 
leaveneth the whole lump." 

As king Saul reserved some of the beet of the sheep and 
oxen of Amalek, to offer in sacrifice unto the Lord in Gilgal, 



and itept Agag alive, who forsooth waa tlie head aod front 
of the trouble ; so the noble S'ason monk, Luther, held 
on to water baptiam, and also not only to the sacramental 
use of bread and wine, but adhered to the flagrant error 
of the bodily presence of Enununuel in those elements. 

We would however examine carefully into the root of 
the matter. 

We know that in the practice of legal jurisprudence, 
the \\4seat counsellors in the adjudication of important 
questions, appeal to, and place great stress upon, precedents, 
which is not only our privilege, but a mark of wisdom in 
ue, seeing that our heavenly Fa,ther has furnished prece- 
dents to the point, 

Ijot us take for example the establishment of the paaeover 
ae recorded in the twelfth chapter of Esodus, and we find as 
would reasonably be expected, that Israel waa instructed 
with the most circumstantial exactness relative to the how 
and when, and where, for they could not be expected to 
know the divine btU without particular instruction, They 
were to take a lamb, a malt tcithonl hlemith from among 
the theep or l/ie goatt, a lamb of the Jini year, put it up on the 
10(A day of tU moafh, keep it until the lilfi day of t/ie month, 
thtn kill it in the evening, &c. &c. [Ex. sJi.] 

Compare this with the subsequent words of our Lord in 
r^ard to these practices. " Baptizing them in (or rather 
into as the Greek word implies) tfie name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost." [Matt, xxviii. 19,] 

Suppose we ask questions for information with the open 
Bible before us. What must we baptise them into ? 

Ans. JesuB said. Into the name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and of the Iloly Ghost. 

Qiies. Shall water be used in any way ? 

Ana. No mention is made of water in the test, nor in 
the contest. 

Quee. What age should the subject bo? 

Ana. The text is silent, and bo on indeJinilely, Iioaring 
ao comporieon to the xii. of Exodus. 

Quee. Is tliere no more? 
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Ana. No fiirtlier command on tlw subject recoriled by j 
the EvangfllisfB. 

We will now turn to Luke ssii. 19. " And he ( Jestu]F I 
took broad, and gave thanis, and brake it, and gave ontop'l 
them, saying, ThiB is my tody which is given for you: thisi 
do in remembrance of me." 

Qiiea. Did onr Lord mean that the bread was his body VM 

Ane. Protestants generally aay no, his words ■? 
allegorical. 

Ques. What do these six words at the end of the t 



Ans. The same Protestants say, the establishmHat of an 
outward ordinance, 

Ques. What do the words " this do " refer to ? 

Ans. Was it to the further observance of the passover, 
by those, who, as Jews, would be likely to continue it f J 
as that was what they were doing, and which had 1 
hitherto been done in remembrance of an event in Egypt ( 
[Ex. xii.] Or was it to the giving of thanks, and | 
bearing about in their bodies the dying of the Lord Jesus 
by Christians, and especially when they take food ? 

Ques. Did our T-ord mean that others beside the J 
Apostles should do it? 

Ans. Probably He did, but it is not stated. 

Ques. How often should it be done ? 

Ans. We suppose as aften as Christians take food, but % 
the text ia silent. 

Ques. Did He design it as an ordinance for the Church P ' 

Ans. We think not, because He did not say it wss on 
ordinance as the Moat High did in Exodus xii., neither do i 
these six words bear any reasonable comparison with the i 
institution of an ordinance as there set forth. 

What say the other Evangelists about this taking bread I 
and wine ? Not a word relative to any further observance 
thereof after that passover supper, so that we should judge 
by the general contest and teaching of Scripture relative 
to such things that an ordinance was not intended. 

Now seeing that it carinot be found that our Lord said 
one word about water baptism in this last command to His 
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Apoatlea, and only thesfi six words in the form of an 
injunction relative to future time, in the records of the four 
Bvajigelists in regard to the taking of bread and wine, ia 
it not cauee for profound wonderment when wo oonteraplat* 
the thousands of baptiama! fonts, the tens of thousands of 
eermona about water, the immersions and sprinkling of 
adults ajid infants, the Conununion tables and sanutimo- 
nious pomp and importance thrown around and over tha 
taking of bread and wine, and the fierce contentions and 
schisms which have marred the peace of the Ohurch from 
time to time, and led to the shedding of blood and to 
martjrdom ? But the carnal mind will lead into carnal 
things, and the truth remains unalterable, "The carnal 
mind ie not subject to the law of Qod, neither indeed can 
bo," (Kom. viii. 7.) 

It is very reasonable to inquire, what did our Lord mean 
when He said, " Baptizing them into tho name of the 
Fatber, and of the Son, ajid of tJie Holy Ghost." 

Let us endeavour to examine without prejudice or pre- 
conceived opinion, how could the Apostles baptize into 
ttieee sacred names ? 

We find that the word baptiza does not necessarily allude 
to water. The learned Baxter tells us that Baptist divines 
ackn oil ledge, that upon searching the records of Historians, 
Poets, Philosophers and Theologians, they find Greek 
authurs have used the word translated baptize in our text 
with no less than forty-two diSerent signification a, among 
vhich are, introduced into, initiated into, established in, 
confirmed in, immersed in, sprinkled with, stained with, 
ftc. &c. But happily we do not need to go beyond the 
Bible to establish our position, that the word baptize has 
no necessary connection with water. 

John the Baptist said, " I indeed baptize you with water 
unto repentance; but He that cometh after me is mightier 
than I, whose shoes I am not worthy to bear ; He shall 
haptiu you with the Holy Ghent, and with_^M &e. [Matt, 
ixi. 11.] All know that water is not alluded to in Christ's 
baptism, but He would iimpirf with, infiumee iy, h-iny 
tha govfrnmeiU c/tlie Holy Ghost. 



Our Saviour said shortly before He Buffered, " I haTB i 
a baptism to be baptited with : and liow am I straitened untQ 1 
it be accomplished! " (Luke xii. 50.) Probably no one i 
doubts that His allusion was to the Bufferings and death J 
which He would be intr»dtiosd into, pass through, is made-% 
acquainted icitk, and surely there is no allusion to water. 

The Apostle, writing of Israel, states, they "were all I 
hapti%ed unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea. [1 Oor; i 
X. 2.] According to the record, Israel passed through thft-l 
sea on dry land, no intimation that an Israelite got a f6ot ^ 
wet, bat, by these miraculous manifestationB of divine 
power and regard, they were affianced unto Moses aa their 



Again the Apostle states to the believers, that, "By one 
spirit are we all baptized into one body." [1 Cor. xii. 13.3 
They were introduced into the unity, fellowship, and faith of 
the gospel by the Holy Spirit. 

Now let us look at the Gentile world, at that time all 
outside of Jewry, worshipping dumb idols, ignorant of the 
only-wise Glod, of His weLL-beloyed Son and Holy Spirit. 

We will return to the test, "Go ye therefore and teach 
all nations, baptizing them into the name of the Father 
&a.," lAtrodaciny them into, making them acquainted tcitk, 
establishing and eonjirminy them in the name and knowledge of 
the God who created heaven and earth and upholdeth all by 
the word of His power, o£ His offer of mercy and plan of 
salvation by His well-beloved Son and of sanctification 
through the Holy Spirit. This was what they did. If any 
should doubt this construction we will adduce evidence. 

There was another Apostle, called and commissioned by 
the same divine authority, " Paul called to be an Apostle 
of Jesus Christ through the will of God," [1 Cor. i. 1.] 
not a whit behind the very chiefest Apostles, [2 Cor. xi. 5.] 
Let ua notice his conunisaion. It was to turn the inhabit- 
anta of the same Gentile world from darkness to light, and 
from the power of Satan unto God, [Acts sxvi. 18,] from 
their heathenish ignorance and idolatry, to God and His 
blessed truth. And was he not to baptize with water ? Ha 
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tellfl ua plainly, "ChriBt sent me not to baptize, but to 
preach the Gospel." [1 Cor. i. 17,] 

Seeing therefore that the evidence is conduaive that Paul 
was fully and emphatically an Apostle, and poaitive that 
he was not sent to baptize with water, and that there is not 
one word of proof upon the record that any of the Apostles 
vere cammiBsioned so to baptize, the conclusion seems 
inevitable that our Savionr had no intention of conveying 
euch an idea. 

Finding, then, that carnal ordinances cannot bemaiatained 
by the commands of our Lord, let us see if they oan be 
Bupported by inference. 

The fact that our Saviour was baptized of John in Jordan 
is claimed ae evidence that Christians should be baptized in, 
or with water. 

Let us remember that the Lord Jesus kept the whole law, 
He said of the law, that one jot or one tittle should in no 
iriee pass &om the law till all be fulMled. The righteous- 
ness of John's dispensation was to be fulfilled aa well as 
that of Moses. John, surprised that the Lord should come to 
be baptized of him, said, "I have need to be baptized of Thee 
and comest thou to Me?" Jesus replied, " Suffer it to bo so 
tMic, for thus it beciimeth us to fulJU all righteousness." 
The words now and fulfil in this connection indicate, as in 
Tespect to the law, that they were designed to imply a 
finishing, in order to passing away, and wore, tljerefore, 
no more in evidence that we should be baptized with water, 
tiian the fact of our Lord keeping the law, proves that 
we should observe the ritual of Moses. John's testimony 
•eems to confirm this conclusion, " I indeed baptize you 
irithwa(«r unto repentance;" (thisiamymiBsion,) "but He, 
(Christ) shall baptize you with the Holy Ohost, and with 
fire," &c. "He must increase, but I must decrease;" 
evidently alluding to his dispensation and administration, 
and that of our Lord. 

It ia interesting and instructive to observe that when 
Moses and Elias appeared unto Peter and Jamee and John 
aa the Mount of Transfiguration, talking with Jesus, Pet«r 
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proposed to build three tatieruacles, one for Jeaiu, one 
Mosea and one for JEUm, i^and Jesus had spoken of John 1 
aa Elioe which was to come). [Matt. xi. 14.] But a roias I 
out of the cloud overehodowing them, said, " This is my \ 
beloved Son, in wliom I am well pleased, hear ye Him," 
and lo ! MoHes and Mias were gone, and Jesus was left .1 
alone with thorn. The reasonable inference is that Petctr I 
desired to hold fast to foiiner things in conneution with I 
Jesus. But the answer seems equivalent to assuring him I 
that those dispeasations had passed away. "Oo now and I 
follow my beloved Son of whom Moses and Elias havvJ 
borne witness." 

We will nest notice our Lord's teaching to Nieodemna. J 
Jesus said to the Jewish Eabbi, "Except a man bo innti 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of God." Note, there ii 
nothing said about baptism in this conneution. The reply 1 
of Nicudemus, shows that he mistook the Master's meaning. ' 
Jesus had spoken of two births. Hi .a purpose was to certify I 
the Eabbi of the indispensable necessity, of being born froia ( 
above before we can bo children of God, and (keeping to I 
His simile, of a spiritual birth,) again becoming new I 
creatures. He proceeds, " MaiTel not at this, for verily I J 
say unto thee, except a man be bom of water and irf f 
the Spirit he cannot enter into the kingdom of Gkid." 
Here He speaks of two births, as He had alluded to j 
two before. Then, explaining the two alluded to, He saya, 
" That which is bom of the flesh is flesh, and that which ii 
bom of the Spirit is spirit." We may observe that if our I 
Lord alluded to any other than tlie natural birth, when He 
said water, there would have been three bu'ths brought to j 
view, and His remark in order to include them must have ] 
been, Except a man be bom again and again, &o. So we 
fail to find any allusion to water baptism in our Lord's 
instruction in this case. 

The EvangeHst Mark is represented as giving the last 
charge of our Lord to His Aiwstles as follows, " Go ye into 
aU the world, and preach the Gospel to every creature. He 
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved, but he that 
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lietieveth not eball be damaed." We would just atate that 
all of this laat chapter of Mark, after the 6th verse, is 
wanting in the most ancient and most approved juanuBcripte 
andfrom the majority of manuscripts as late as Jerome. But 
supposing it to be genuine there arises so difficulty. We 
have seen that the Greek word rendered baptize, eometimea 
means confirm or estabhsh. Therefore he that beheveth 
the Oospel, openly confesses Christ, and is confirmed or 
established in the truth, shall be saved, but he that believeth 
not, of course, he cannot be established therein, but must 
be lost 

We do not then glean any necessary or legitimate in- 
ference from any language or oiroumstance in immediate 
connection with our Holy Bedeemer, which authoritiea an 
outward ordinance in regard to these practices. Lest any 
sincere inquiring mind should be misled hy the eolumu 
etressandsanctimuniousrevurence, which are thi\iwn around 
these ceremonies, in calling them " God's holy ordinances, 
obhgatory on all Christians," sealing ordinances, outnai-d 
and visible signs of inward and spiritual grace &c., &c., we 
ivill a little look into the consistency of their literal uccexitauce 
of these things. Compare our Lord's words in regard to 
baptism and the pasaovur gupper, with the Evangelist John's 
recordrulativetu washing feet. Here they ai-e. "Uuptifing 
ihem into the name of the Fatlier, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Ghost." "This do in remembrance of mo." 
"He (Jesus) riseth from supper, and laid asideHiu garments; 
and luok a towel and girded himself. After that Ue puureth 
water into a basin, uud began to wash the disciples' Ici^t, 
and to wipe them with tlie towel wherewith He was girded. 
So after He had washed their faet, and taken His gaimeuUi, 
and was set down again. He said unto tiiem, Know ye what 
I have done unto you V Ye call me Master uud Lord ; and 
ye say weU ; for so I am. IX I tlien, your Lurd and Muster, 
have washed your feet ; ye alio ought to wath one anolhtr't 
ft«t. For I have given you an uxamplu that ye nhould do 
an I have done to you." [Jolin xiii.] 

Now if we refer tu the twelilh of Exudiut, wu mur^t see 
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that there ia much clearer epidenoe of an ordinance in regard 
to washing of feet, than in the matter of water baptiam, 
or the bread and wine. 

And why call it a sealing ordinance ? If ever it sealed any, 
certainly it would have had that effect, when Jesus gave 
thanks and gave it to them. But, alas I soon after " they 
all forsook him and fled." 

Or why apeak of an outward and visible sign of an inward 
and spiritual grace ? Simon was baptized with water, and 
soon after Peter told him he was in the gall of bitterness 
and in the bond of iniquity, End had neither part nor lot in the 
matter — surely no sign of inward grace in this case. Verily 
if we have an outward sign of an inward grace that ia 
worth the name, it will be in the fi^iits of the Spirit, love, 
joy, pea«Q, &g., as given by the apostle. 

It is claimed that the Evangelists and Apostles understood 
these things to have been enjoined by the blessed Master, and 
their understanding should settle the question. Granted. 
But we ask, "Where is this evidence ? The Evangelists, no 
doubt, aimed to give a faithful record of the teaching of 
our Divine Master as they accepted it. Is it not reasonable 
to believe that if Mark, Luke, and John, in regard to water 
baptism, and Matthew, Mark, and John, relative to the 
taking of bread and wine, had understood any of the 
Master's teaching to indicate that these things were to be 
standing ordinances in His Church, they would have not 
only stated it, but also given the how and when and where 
with special care ? 

Let us suppose that a temporal king, having authority to 
give laws to his subjects, has four eecretaries, whom he has 
required to record his laws and edicts, and in a certain case 
one of them records a command which is not found on the 
record of either of the others, the reasonable conclusion 
would be, that they did not understand the king's words to 
be of general and binding ■obligation on his subjects, other- 
wise they would be very culpable. And, further, if they 
had understood him to mean baptize into, or with water, 
calling on those hallowed names, tfaey would in all succeeding 




[ imrtanceB, havB carried it out to the letter, yet nothing of tlie 
kind appears, except that in one or two instances it was com- 
manded to baptize some in the name of the Lord JesuB. And 
would not the Apostles have been very hkelj in their Epis- 
tolary teaching, to have given charge concerning these things? 
yet in the fourteen Epistles of Paul, and three of them em- 
phatically pastoral, one of James, two of Peter, tkreoof John, 
and one of Jude, we find no allusion to these things, except 
that Paul writes to the Corinthians about their jiractice of 
taking bread and wine, hut states distinctly that their 
coming together (wliich, no doubt, was to take bread and 
wine) was not to eat the Lord's Supper, [1 Cor. xi. 20,] 
and Peter speaks of the baptism, which now saveth ue, and 
states expressly that it is not the putting away the filth of 
the flesh ; but the answer of a good conscience toward 
God, by the resurrection of Jesus Christ — and surely none 
will claim that they receive water baptism by the resurrec- 
tion of the Lord Jesua? 

Again, is it not reasonable to suppose, that the council 
of Aposilei and Ebiers, when met together in Jerusalem, to 
consult on the subject of enjoining upon Gentile Christians 
the observance of ordinances, and writing that apostolic 
letter, stating distinctly the things which they thought 
necessary, would have mentioned these things if they had 
thought them so. 

It may be said they were consulting about Jewish rites: 
— granted, but these being of the same nature, standing also 
is moats and drinks, and divers washings and carnal 
ordinances, the tientiles would havo no knowledge that 
they were necessary, unless they were told. 

But it may be said the Apostles did baptize with water. 
To be sure they did ; it is perfectly natural to espoct that 
I they would follow this ancient Jewish custom of baptizing 
\ proselytes, seeing that we have evidence they were keeping 
( the whole law. They baptized with water before tlie 
\ (Oracifixion of our Lord, as well as alter Hia ascension, so 
l<lbat tliis £aet furnishes no proof that they understood Him 
md it. If it was not His ordinance, eoys one, Why 
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did He not furbid His dieciples using it? We eupposa I 
for the same reason that He did not forbid tlie practice ' 
of otlier Jewish. ceremonisB. This furnliiLes a legitimate 
explanation in regard to the repeated mention made of 
baptism in the early Church ; witness the declaration of the ■ 
elders at Jeruaalem to Paul, in the sixtieth year of fha j 
Christian era, " Thou seeat, brother, how many thousanda I 
of Jews there are which believe, and they are all zealous of 'i 
the law." Now where is the evidence that the Apostles I 
imderstood their Lord to command these things? surely not ] 
in the instance of Paul, for we have already seen that he I 
testified, " Christ sent me not to baptize." 

It is claimed that Paul understood the use of bread and | 
wine as an outward ordinance. 

We may observe that. this venerable Apoatle declaima I 
against the use of outward ordinances urithout reserve to ths I 
Romans, Uie Corinthians, the Galatiaas, the Ephesiaus, } 
the Colossians, and to the Hebrews ; and with this cloud ] 
of evidence from his own pen, let us examine what he says ] 
to the Corinthians about their use of bread and wine. 

In the tenth chapter of his first Epistle to that Church, ho ] 
seems to be approaching this subject cautiously. Speaking I 
of Israel in their wilderness journey, he states, " They did I 
all eat the same spiritual meat, and did all driek the same I 
ipiritual drink, for they drank of that spiritual Eock that J 
followed them, and that Hock was Christ.' [1 Oor. x 
4.] Then in the 14, 15, 16, and 17, vei-ses of the same I 
chapter, he earnestly addresses tliera, "Wherefore, my I 
dearly beloved,;flc6fromidolatry," (ietusnute, the Apostle'e ] 
mind is evidently on the aubjecl; of their use of bread and | 
wine,) "I speak as to wise men, judge ye what I say." 
(Do not take a superficial outward view of what I aay.) 1 
" The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the com- 
munion of the blood of Christ ? the bread which we break, 
is it not the communion of the body of Christ ? 
evidently alluding to a spiritual paiticipancy through I 
faith ; " For we," the Church, " being many, are one bread J 
and one body, fur we are all partakers of thai one bread ; ' 
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id the Lord JeBOS said, " He that eateth my Bosh aud 
drinketh my blood, dwelleth in Me and I in Mm." 

In the olevButh chapter, 20 veree, he addresses them with 
direct reference to their practice of taking bread and wine. 
"When je come together, therefore, into one place, this 
it not to eat the Zord'g supper." He had told them before what 
that waa, viz., " A spiritual participancy of the body and 
blood of the Lord, which was offered a propitiatory sacrifice 
for sin;" the soul receiving nourishment thereirom by 
&ith. lie then reproves them for their disorderly conduct, 
instructing them in regard to these things, telling them 
what he had received relative to what our Lord said and 
did on tlie occasion of the passover ; received, perhaps, from 
Ananias, or some of the disciples, as his travelling eompauion 
Luke, and almost surely of Peter, as he had been with him 
in Jerusalem fifteen days in the 3'ear preceding the date oi' 
this Epistle to the Corinthians. He does not say he had 

revelation on the subject, and it certainly does not seem 
likely that a circumstance transpiring before so many 
vitnesses would have been mad« a subject uf special reve- 

The Apostle then instructs them according to his under- 
standing of what the Lord had auid ; — " As oft as ye do it," 
do it in a decent orderly manner, in remembrance of the 
death of the Lord, assuring them that if they did it in en 
irreverent tmworthy manner it would but add to their 
cxmdemnation, which would be true in regard to any 
religious service. The Ajjostle concludes by intimating 
that he would give them further instruction when he came 
to them, which doubtless would be in acc-ordance with his 
teachings lo other Churches and them also, that Christ's 
kingdom, the new Covenant, stood not in ceremonies, but 
waa righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. 

The Apostle Peter alludes to the baptism which now 
•avetli, saying, It is "not the putting away of the filth 
of the flesh," (for which purpose water is used) " but the 
answer of a good conscience toward God by the reeur- 
in of Jeaua Christ," referring (m Paul) to the reeur- 



rectdon of our Lord, [Ist Cor. zv. 14] aathe great sealfl 
of His Son-ship snd His Buffidency, and to Uie certifyiiig'T 
and satisfying asHurance of His baptism ; the Spirit of 1 
God bearing witnaaa with our Spirits that we are 
children of God; [RomanB viii. 16,] which truly leaTflfl 1 
the conscience clear from condemnation. 

The absence of evidence upon the record that th* 1 
Apostles at any time took bread and wine as a com- f 
memoratiTe ordinance, is circumstantial evidence that ] 
they knew no such rite. We read that for a while after our 
Lord's aaconaion, " they continued daily in the temple, and i 
breaking bread from houHe to house," (or at home, i 
the margin.) Here is evidence of devotional gratitude, but I 
none that they thought of a special ordinance, save only oal 
the Apostle Paul enjoins, "Whether therefore ye eat <x \ 
drink, or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God." 
[1 Cor. s. 31.] 

And in Acts xx. 7, wbere we read that the diadplai: 
came together to break bread at Troaa, on the first d^ I 
of the week, there is no mention of their doing it as k 3 
commemorative ordinance, but it is simply related as Ihong^ J 



i that in those days, or a ehort time before, 
the believers at Jeruaalem had all things common, whidi | 
practice probably prevailed to some extent elsewhere, a 
that we view it as evidence of the weakness of the cause ib J 
connection with the desire of the carnal mind for outward I 
things, that such circumstances as the foregoing should be J 
seized and appealed to as "Celebrations of the Lord's 1 
Supper." 

We, therefore, conclude that all effort to find evidence in I 
the Sacred Becord, that the Apostles understood these 1 
practices to be Christian ordinances, is, and must be, j 
unavailing. And we i 
doctrines the commandments of e 

We intimated a further allusion to the zeal of the early 1 
Ohristians for the ritual of Moses. 

We find iu the tenth cliapter of the Acts, that in the I 
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forty-fitat year of the Christian era, the Apostle Peter waa 
80 blinded with Jewish prejudice, that it required a 
remarkable vision thrice repeated, with the coinciding 
Gircumetonce of the messengera of CorneliuB standing at 
the gate, to coavinca him that he should go to the house of 
a Qentile; and so confident was he in Judaism, that he even 
withstood the Divine command, "Ariae Peter, slay and 
eat." "Not BO Lord for I have never eaten any thing that is 
common or unclean." No marvel that Jesus said imto hia 
ApOBtlea, "I have many thiQs;s to say unto you, but ye 
cannot hear them now ; " for it appears that Peter could 
Warcely bear this enlargement. 

Again in the fifty-first year of the Christian era, certain 
believers went down from Jerusalem to Antioch, and taught 
the Gentile converts that except they were circumcised 
after the manner of Moses they could not bo saved. Paul 
and Bamabaa withstood this tea.ehing, and in the nest year 
they went up to Jerusalem to couault the Apostles and 
Elders about this question. And the first Ohristiai) council 
was convened to deliberate and judge whether the Gentile 
Christians should be required to keep the law of Moses, 

That Jewish Christians should keep the law does not 
appear to have been questioned, and Luke tells us there 
was much disputing in this council of Apostles and Elders, 
in the 52nd year of the Christian era. 

But they were enabled to come to a united decision, and 
wrote to the Gentile Christians, stating that, " It seemeth 
good unto the Holy Ghost and to us, to lay upon you no 
greater burden than these necessary things," naming four 
things, throe of which we believe are not now considered 
necessary by any Church in Christendom. — Acts xv. 
And still further, in the sixtieth year of the Christian era 
Paul went up to Jerusalem again, es before stated, [Acts 
xxi.} and found thousands of Christian Jews, all zealous 
of the law, and the Apostles being aU Jews, surely it is 
no matter of wonder that they were found praotiaing 
outward tilet, it would rather have been strange if they 
had not done it. 



Verilj we love to live in peace with all men, have no fee 



i goodwill toward 
ia exposing the errora of others ; it is principles and 
practices that we oppose, not doubting that many are 
eng-aged in these things -with much sinceritj, 
liolieve to the obstruction of vital religion. Considerii 
the value of immortal souls, and the beguiling influenoS' 
exercised through the sanctimonious pomp, and imposing 
importance which are attached to these things by those in 
high places, sitting as in Moses' seat, we feel constrained 
further to invite all to the honest examination 
other pointfl of Chi'istian doctrine and practice, whichrj 
surely he that runneth may read. Our Judge has toldj 
ua, ""Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them. 
[Mat. vii. 201 And at the conclusion of the memorabla 
sermon on the Mount, " He that heareth these sayings ati 
mine, and doeth them not, shall be likened imto a foolish; 
man, which built his house upon the sand ; and the rain 
descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and 
beat upon that house and it fell : and great was the fall 
of it." [Mat. vii. 26, 27.] The house may represent 
our religious superstructure. Mark the pointed allusion, 
" These sayings of mine," and turn back to the fifth 
chapter, 33rd and 34th verses, " Ye have heard that it hath 
been said by them of old time, thou shalt not forswear 
thyself, but I gay unto you fieear not at all, S^c." 

Then turn to the Epistle of the Apostle James v. 12, 
"Above all tHngi my brethren swear not, neither hy heavenf 
neither hy the earth, neither iy any olker oath, S^e." No maa 
can plead that these are mystical, unintelligible terms, the 
connection is clear, and the meaning incontrovertible. 

Again, Mat. v. 38, 39, " Ye have heard that it hath 
been said. An eye for an eye, and a tooth for a tooth, but I 
say unto you, That ye resist not evil ; but whosoever shall 
smite thee on thy right cheek turn to him the other 
also." And verses 43-46, " Te have heard that it hath 
been said. Thou shalt love thy neighbour and hate thine 
enemy. But I say unto jou, love your enemies, bless them 
that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray 
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^^K for thorn whicH despitefiilly ase you and persecute you. 
That ye may be the eliildren of your Father which iti in 
hsBven, &c." Con we hope to be children without comply- 
ing with Christ's terms ? 

» We see here that Jesus, whose kingdom is "righteoua- 
.ttees, peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost," lays the ase to the 
toot of the corrupt tree, and gJTes commande, which not 
only interdict all war and fighting, but all revenge or 
retaliation, every thing which could possibly lead to war. 
And His Apostles largely corroborate this teaching. 

I" From whence come wars and fightings among you ? Come 
fliey not hence, even of your luata that war in your mem- 
bers?" — [Jamesiv. I.] " See that none render evil for evil 
tinto any man." — [1 Thesa. y. 15.] "Be not overcome 
■rf evil, but overcome evil with good." — [Eom. xii. 21.] 
" Not rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing but 
laontrariwiae blessing ; knowing that ye are therennto 
;«alled, that ye should inherit a bleasing." — [I Peter 
lii. 9,] We might extend quotations, but these may suffice 
in regard to the Divine Will relative to these things. 

We refer in connection with the foregoing, to the 
solemn language of the Apostle. ' ' But though we or an angel 
from heaven preach any other gospel unto you than that 
which we have preached unto you, let him be acciiraed." 
, We would by no means presume to use such language, 
but we may quote &om the Apostle with all Christian 
charity. For we do feel sure, that no title, gown nor 

» mitre, can possibly excuse, much less justify any one in 
disregarding, and teoohing others to set at nought, these 
fai junctions. 

The Lord Jesus is emphatically the " Prince of Peace." 
[Isa. ix., 6.] His kingdom is a kingdom of peace, His 
Gospel is the Gospel of peace. The fruita of the Spirit 
are love, and joy, and peace. And when we see persona 
putting so much stress on the use uf bread and wine and 
application of water by Cliristiuns, and encouraging tear 
and mearing, it reminds ua of the language of our Lord, 
[Uat. xxiii. 24,] "Ye strain nt a gnat and swallow a 
oamet." 



AaA liow can wo wto have the Holy Bible and read the« 
aayings of Christ and hia Apostles, expect to be justified S 
we neglect them ? We cannot persuade ourselves that it 
will sufiice iu a coming day, to answer, " the bishop, the 
clergy, tho whole conclave of priests and ministera did these 
things, and told us we might do them." "We have the record 
of Jesus Christ and his Apostles, and we shall be judged 
by the law therein recorded. 

The Lord Jesus said, " My kingdom is not of this world 
else would my servants fight," His Apostle bore witnee 
" The weapons of our wiurfare are not carnal." And t 
Kingdom, this Covenant must be a spiritual kingdoi 
government, which is not written on tables of stone baH 
in the heart. Therefore the administration thereof is 
theocracy, the government of God by His Spirit. Por 1 
will not give His gloiy to another. The wisdom of thi 
world is fooUshness with TTim ; the world by wisdom know 
Him not. 



The natural man receiveth not the things of the Spiri|^ 
of God, neither indeed can he know them. [1 Cor. ii. H.J I 

Therefore no man taketh this honour (the ministry of th^l 
Gospel of the kingdom) upon himself, but he that is callaft J 
of God as was Aaron. If any man apeak, let him speak a 
the oracles of God ; if any man minister, let him do it a 
of the ability which God giveth, that God in all things may.l 
be glorified through Jesus Christ. [1 Pet. iv. 11. j 

Hence, it is evident that the call, the qualification, and I 
the renewed anointing thereunto is not of man, nor by man, I 
but of and by the Holy Ghost. Therefore it cannot ba I 
attained imto, nor received through collegiate education, ' 
nor human ordination, fur after tho utmost estent of I 
such preparation merely, man is brought no nearer than the 1 
sons of Sceva, "We adjure you by Jesus whom Faul.4 
preacheth." 

For no man can call Jesua Lord, (in 
acceptable sense) but by tlie Holy Ghost. How awful vtM 
the consideration of the language in a ooming day, " Whq~X 



hatii required tlus at jova hands to tread my courts? 
Many ehaJl say unto Me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we 
not prophesied in Thy name, &c. Then will I profess 
unto them, I never knew you, depart &om me, ye that 
vork iniquity." 

We accuse none, wo have no ohject but the glory of God 
and the salvation of souls. Bear with us. For as a legiti- 
mate result, a natural consequence, every like produces ita 
likej an educational, a man-made, a humanly-ordained 
ministry, will look to and depend upon human learning 
for its efficiency and temporal things for its support, and 
will regard outward ritea and carnal ordinances, maguificont 
edifices, paintings, costumes, and instrumental music, as 
imposing, attractive, interesting and (as the natural man 
concludes) edifying embellishmcats and appondagos. 

Let US bear in mind the meekness, the lowliness, the 
gentleness of Christ, and that the saciilice of the Lord is a 
broken spirit, a broken and a contrite heart He will 
not despise ; and that His worship is not neceeaarily with 
words or sounds, but in spirit and in truth. Well maj the 
iniquiry be made, What part in man is it that b gratified, 
that is interested and kept ahve by these things? Is it not 
the oamnl miud, the natural will; the first Adam, which 
is enmity against Qod, which is not subject to His law, 
which knows not Qod and receiveth not the things of His 
spirit? 

The dispensation ^of grace ia a frea outpouring of the 

love ef Qod to man, manifested through His well-beloved 

Son, without money and without price; and Jesus, who 

bought us with the price of His own precious blood, 

introduced His &ee GospeL 

■ ' Nothing more free tha.t we can dum 

I ProceuiIiDe from the etem&l throDO 

Than Qod B frco dtoco in Jeaua' name 

To aU who will Mia ecc-pUe own. ' 

And Ho charged those whom He commissioned to go and 
teach all nations, saying " Freely ye Lave received, &eely 
give." 









The Apostle Paul demonstrateB tJie principle, " I am debtor 
both to the Greeks, and to the Barbarians, botli to the wise 
and to the unwiao." What had they done for Paul to moke 
him their debtor ? Nothing ; God had done all by His 
free grace, tlierefore, neceasily 'waa laid upon him. " Woe 
is uato mo if I preach not the Gospel." 

Jesus thanked the Father that He had hid the light, the 
life, the fcno^Ieilge, the comfort, the love and joy of TTi« 
kingdom from the wise and prudent of this world, and 
i-evealed them unto babes, unto those that are bom, not of 
corruptible seed, but of the spirit, from above; and no doubt 
it is so yet. 

Terily, the gift and calling for the miuistry are purely 
from God, He sendoth by whom He will. We read of one 
Simon, who thought to purchase the gift of God with 
money. Mai-k tlie scathing rebuke of Peter, " Thy money 
perish witli thee. " 

Can we suppose that the gift of God, authorizing to go 
forth and preach the unsearchable riches of Christ, can be 
communicated by man or bought with money, or made a 
matter of bargain and sale between a man and his fellows? 
The idea is degrading to the dignity of the Gospel. 

The cupidity of maa in connection with apostleship is 
brought to view in the case of Judas Isoariot ; he was a 
chosen apostle, but thought to make a pecuniary gaxa by Ms 
aeijuaintance with the Lord Jesua and his retreat. 

Markthe points in the chajacter of aGospe! minister, called 
of God, grace received, necessity laid upon him; all clear of 
the blinding iofluence of sordid gain. The Apostle has told 
ufl that " The love of money is the root of all cvH." Here 
we are forewarned that it is the most powerful polluting 
agency that man can command, and if as ministers, we 
suffer it to influence oiir minds; or a^ Christians, make the 
ministry of the Gospel subject and subservient to the 
influence of money, if we do not become polluted, and the 
Gospel corrupt and perverted, we have put in requisition 
the most deleterious agency at our command to make it 
so ; the idea of payments for preaching being made com- 



pulsory by legal enactment is a shock to common justice, 
to Bay notliing about religion. 

Let U9 remember if a man is an ambassadDr of Christ, he 
proachos tho Qospel because nocessity is laid upon him, it 
is faia duty to Ood and to men. 

We are assured Ihat we must stand before the judgment- 
seat of Cliriat, where legal pleaa will not avail U8. Have 
you done as you would that others should do to you ? 
Let us prepare our answer now. 

" He that leadeth into captivity, shall go into captivity." 
[Rev. siii. 10.] "For as the natural man receiveth not 
the things of the spirit of God, neither can he know them, 
because they are spiritually diaoeraed ; " (1 Cor, ii. 14,) bo 
we find this hierarchical spirit usurjiing authority and 
assuming dominion in tilings pertaining to God, " like the 
abomination of desolation standing where it ought not ; " 
[Mark xiii. H,j and, in its blindness and ignorance, 
further oppressing and obstructing the progref<s of 
Emmanuel's kingdom, in a point of vital importance to 
I de best interests of the Church, by opposing, and, as far 
[i H it bonra rule, interdicting, the preaching of women. 
Being blinded by the lore of dominion and the lust for 
gold, it has perverted the instructions of the Apostle 
relative to forward and tuisasctified females usurping 
authority and making trouble in the Church. 

We may be a.tked : — By what authority we say this ? 
We will give our authority. 

We find, first, under the patriarchal dispensation, that 
Miriam, the favoured daughter of Anu'am and sister to 
Aaron and Moses, was a prophetess, and took au active 
part in the celebration of Israel's deliverance on the banks 
of tlie Bed Sea. [Ei. xv. 20.] 

Secondly, we see that, under the legal dispensation and 
while Israel was governed by Judges, Deborah, the wife of 
Lapidoth, whose rural abode wjis under a palm-iree dq 
Mount Ephruim, was a chosen prophetess of tlie Lord who 
judged Israel ; and, with the aid of Abiuonm'e 8on, deli- 
vorod tliat people from the bostile host of Oannan, though 



appalled by the fearfol clangor of nine hundred ohariol 
of iron vhich rolled through the valley of KiBhon. [Jut 
iv. ch.] 

Thirdly, when they wer« independent, governed by theiF3 
own ting, they enquired of the Lord at the month of Hul-<f 
dtth the prophetess, the wiieof Shallum. [2Kingasxii. 14.jJ 

And fourthly, when thia chosen people were tributary to. j 
the Gentiles, we find, " There was one Anna, a propheteaa,, J 
the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Aser, who departedtS 
not from the temple, but aerved God with feeliuga and] 
prayers night and day, and spoke of the Lord to all ther&fl 
that looked for redemption in Jerusalem." [Lu. ii. 36-38.}m 

Here we have evidence that, under the succesaive changeafl 
in the condition of the Lord's people. He comm 
the gift of prophecy to females, and in all the voluminonai I 
record of prophetic vision where so much is foretold of th©; I 
purposes of Jehovah, there is not a word intimating that! 
the time would ever come when the female character wouldlj 
be BO lowered and set aside, that God would i 
confer upon her this precious gift, nor send her upon Hian 
errands, But the contrary is there full and clear. " AndB 
it shall come to pass afterward that I will pour out myfl 
spirit upon all flesh ; and your sons and your d<ntghiere n 
prophesy, &c. [Joe! ii. 28.] And on the memorable day J 
of Pentecost the Apostle Peter bore witness that thui| 
prophecy was fulfilled. " And it shall come to pass ii 
last days, aaith God," &c. [Acts ii. 16-18,] Here it 
decree of the eternal Jehovah, and the fulfilment thereof J 
testified by his Apostle, which is further witnessed by tJ 
Tenerable Paul himself. ' ' There is neither Jew nor Greek^'fl 
there is neither bond nor free, tjieie ia neither male twfm 
female : for ye are all one in Christ Jeeus. [Gal. iil. 28.] 

It is well established that the word prophecy in the New j 
Testament generally, means preaching. And we find i 
recorded that Phihp, the Evangelist, had four daughieri,M 
virgins, that did prophesi/. [Acts xxi. 9.] 

Even Paul himself states, that " Every won; 
prayeth or prophesieth with her head uncovered dishonoret 
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head." [1 Cor. si. 6.] Thus fairly recognizing 
vomen in Buoh aervicea. He further sends a salutation, 
to the Church at Home, for Phebe, the servtmt, (in some 
trandationB the mtmsUr,) of the Church at Cenchiea. To 
Priieilla and Aquila, hia helpers in Christ, to Trjijheaa 
and Tryphosa who laboured in the Lord, also to the beloved 
Persia who laboured much iu the Lord. [Rom. xvi,] And 
ho entreats for the help of women, who laboured with him 

the Goapel. [Phil. iv. 3.] 

Now it must be a perverted understanding that would 
place a conatruction on the Apostle's words, which would 
array him in opposition to the manifested will and doings 
of the Almighty, under every dispensation ; make him 
contradict the prophecy of Joel, and condemn his own fair 
admissionfl. Let us look at this prophecy of Joel quoted 
by Peter in connection with the words of Paul ; " And it 
shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour 
out of my spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your 
daaghtir» shall prophesy." [Acts ii. 17.] 

Then Paul, " I suffer not a woman to teach." [Ist 
Tim. ii. 12,] " Every woman that prayeth or prophesieth 
with her head uncovered dishonoureth her head." [1 Cor. 
xi. 5.] In the same Epistle xiv. 34., "Let your women 
keep silence in the Churches," &c. 

Again Philip had four daughters, virgins that did 
prophesy. [Acts ssi. S.] ^Tiile Paul says, "It is not 
permitted unto them to speak " [I Cor. liv. 34.] 

We have arranged these quotations together, that all 
may see the glaring inconsiatenuy of making Paul forbid 
gndly women to prophesy or preach the Gospel as they are 
moved of the Holy Ghost, yet we see to what a sorrowful 
luid fearful estent this opposition, to women's preaching has 
been carried in the Churches. But such grievous blunders 
Till be committed while man assumes to rule and govern 
ismder the blind influence of the carnal mind. 



' We earnestly and perseveringly teach and insist upon 
the necessity of Christ's baptism ; ye must be baptized with 
the Holy Ghost, ye must be bom of the Spirit, ye must 



receive the Spirit of adoption, for if any man have not the 
Spirit of Christ, he is none of His, Christiaos eliould seek 
after, and pray for the Spirit ; for aa many as are led by the 
Spirit of (Jod, they are the sons of God, and by the Spirit 
they are enabled to mortify the deeds of the flesh and 
to bring forth the fruits of righteonsnena unto holiness, the 
end whereof is everlasting life. 

We would lliat aU should bear about in their bodies by 
faith the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus 
may be mado manifest in their mortal body. Through 
purtaking of Christ, the Christian's passover, who was 
Haorificed for us, we may witness Him to be our surety. 
" Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man and (irink Hia 
blood ye have no life in you." But Paul had life, and 
testified saying, " The life which I now live in the flesh, 
I live by the faith of the Son of God," and we do highly 
prize, and, thanks be to God, it la the Christian's privilege^ 
to enjoy, the holy communion, by opening the door 
heart to Him that knocks. " Behold I stand at the dot 
and knock, if any man hear my voice and open the doo^l 
I will come in to bim and will sup with him, and he with M 
me." The Holy Spirit "bears witness with our spiritaJ 
that our sins are pardoned for Jeeua' sake, and that ^ 
are the adopted children of oiir Father in heaven, 
is love," and the Holy Spirit being one with the Pathol 
and with the Son, He is emphatically the Spirit of love, ajidll 
leavens us into the likeness or image of the dear Son of God^ J 
And under this heavenly inSuence the children of men a 
enabled to love God supremely, to love one another, and ti 
pray for their enemies. This unction from the Holy C 
gives us to feel a profound sense of our allegiance to J 
who has bought us with a price, and consequently we oa 
swear on any occasion, nor under any pretence ; and t 
indulgence of any lust or propensity which could possibl 
lead to war, la excluded. For every thing that is I 
Christ, and of the Holy Spirit, reflects glory to God in thag 
highest, on eattli peace and good wiD to men. And a. 
grace of God which bringeth salvation, is the free outpoui 
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g of Kvine love toward U8 and tiiwarda all men, we can- 
r not, we dare not make the jireacliing of the unBearohable 
riches of Christ a matter of pecuniary gain or emolument, 
hut as we have received thin grace freely, we are bound in 
love and gratitude, to testify thereof to otliera in lite 



I 



And seeing that the wisdom of this world is fooUshnesa 
with Gtod, that the world by wisdom hnows not God, and 
that the nnturol man receiveth notthe things of the Spirit 
of God, neither indeed can ho know them, because they are 
apiritually discerned ; Jesus having given thanks that these 
things were hid from the wise and prudent and revealed 
unto babes, we do most fully believe in the indispensable 
necessity of a Divine Call for the work and service of the 
ministry, and that no man should take this honor or oifice 
unto himself, but he that is called of God aa was Aaron. 

And highly as we prize education in all things useful, 
yet we do bear testimony that tlie call and qualification for 
this work and service of the Lord are not dependent on the 
ordination of man, nor on a collegiate education ; but that 
God does now, as in apostolic days, pour out of nis Spirit 
on sons and daughters, servants and liandmaidens, which 
Bpirit prepares and quahfies tliem to prophesy or preach 
Ilia Gospel in the newness of life, to the perfecting of the 
saints, to the converting of sinners, and to the edifying of 
His Church in love ; so that through the renewing of the 
Holy Ghost, and the fulness of Christ, God the Father 
in all things may be glorified in us and by us. And we 
with the Apostle set up our Ebenezer acknowledging, 
that, " By the grace of God we are what we are," through 
Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us wisdom and 
righteousness, sanctification, and redemption. Even bo, 
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